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Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

April 10, 2020 

 

On Good Friday, the church remembers the crucifixion of her Lord. Her remembrance, while solemn, is 

not a message of gloom, but a service of adoration of the Son of God as he offers up his life as the 

Lamb of God. Good Friday is part of the Triduum: the three most holy days of the church year.  

 

To impress upon the hearts and minds of believers the terrible consequences of sin and the magnitude of 

the Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient church held a special service called the “Tenebrae” on the last days of 

Holy Week. Tenebrae is a Latin word meaning “shadows” or “darkness.” The gradual extinguishing of 

the candles remind us of the events that led to the awe-full darkness that covered the earth when our 

Savior hung on the cross. The climax of the service, the announcement of Christ’s death, is 

accompanied by the strepitus: a loud noise symbolic of the earthquake that first Good Friday. 

 

Although Tenebrae is a solemn service, it is not without hope. As the service concludes, one candle will 

be left burning on the center of the altar to remind us of our Lord’s abiding presence. 

 

 

Prelude O Mensch, Bewein 

 by J.S. Bach 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Tolling of the bell 33 times 

 

Opening Hymn Upon the Cross Extended (stanzas 1-3) 

 Christian Worship 113 
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Please stand 

 

LITANY OF THE PASSION 

 

M: Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy on us. 

 

M: O God the Father, Creator, 

  

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: O God the Son, Redeemer, 

 

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier, 

 

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: Jesus, Son of the living God: 

  

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: From all evil, 

 

C: O Jesus, deliver us.  
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M: From sudden, unprepared, or evil death;  

from the snares of the devil;  

from anger, hatred, or ill will;  

from everlasting death; 

 

C: O Jesus, deliver us. 

 

M: By the mystery of your incarnation;  

by your holy life and actions;  

by your bitter suffering and death;  

by your agony and bloody sweat;  

by your prayers to the Father;  

by your bonds and beatings;  

by the striking of your precious body;  

by the insult to your precious face;  

by the false judgment given by Caiaphas;  

by the cruel mocking of Herod;  

by the shameful stripping of your garments;  

by your painful crown of thorns;  

by your purple robe of mockery;  

by your most unjust condemnation;  

by your bearing of your cross;  

by your footprints to the place of death;  

by the tearing off of your clothing;  

by the cruel stretching of your arms;  

by your dread crucifixion;  

by the upraising of your cross;  

by the anguish you did suffer;  

by the insults you did endure; 

by your prayers and thirst;  

by the shedding of your blood;  

by your patience and humility;  

by the love with which you have loved us to the end; 

 

C: O Jesus, deliver us. 

 

M: We sinners beg you to hear us, 

 

C: O most loving Jesus.  
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M: That being dead to sin, we may live to righteousness;  

that we may not boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

that we may daily take up our cross and follow you;  

that your blood may cleanse us from dead works to serve the living God;  

that, looking to you, we may follow in your ways;  

that being partakers of your sufferings, we may also partake of your glory; 

 

C: We beg you to hear us, O Jesus. 

 

M: O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 

C: Have mercy on us. 

 

M: O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 

 

C: Grant us your peace. 

 

M: We adore you and bless you, O Jesus, 

 

C: By your cross and passion you have redeemed the world. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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First Lesson Matthew 26:47-50 

 

 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed 

with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had 

arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, 

“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 

 Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” 

 Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

M: He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did 

not open his mouth. For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions of my 

people he was stricken. 

 

C: He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death; though he had 

done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

Response to the Word A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 100 
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Second Lesson Matthew 26:62-68 

 

 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this 

testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent. 

 The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God.” 

 “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of 

Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any 

more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 

 “He is worthy of death,” they answered. 

 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him and said, “Prophesy to 

us, Christ. Who hit you?” 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

M: Mourn like a virgin in sackcloth grieving the husband of her youth. Put on sackcloth, O priests, 

and mourn; 

 

C: wail, you who minister before the altar. Come, spend the night in sackcloth, you who 

minister before my God.  
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Response to the Word Go to Dark Gethsemane (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 104 

 

 

Third Lesson Luke 23:6-11 

 

 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was under 

Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see 

him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle. He plied him with 

many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 

standing there, vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. 

Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

M: O Jerusalem, your dance is turned into mourning; cast dust upon your head and clothe yourself 

in sackcloth. 

 

C: For your Redeemer is cut off from the land of the living.  
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Response to the Word O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 105 

 

 

 

Fourth Lesson Luke 23:20-24 

 

 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! 

Crucify him!” 
 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in 

him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 
 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So 

Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the man who had been thrown into prison for 

insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 

 

Meditation on the Word  



pg. 10 

 

M: Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 

God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

 

C: But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

Response to the Word Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 127   
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Fifth Lesson Luke 23:26-27, 32-33 

 

 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, 

and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed him, 

including women who mourned and wailed for him. 

 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the 

place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on 

his left. 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

M: My strength is dried up like a potsherd and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay 

me in the dust of death. 

 

C: But you, O Lord, be not far off; O my strength, come quickly to help me. 

 

Response to the Word Behold the Lamb of God (stanzas 1 & 2) 

  Christian Worship 101 
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Sixth Lesson Matthew 27:45-46 

 

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus 

cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?” 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

M: O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken? That such sharp sentence should on you be 

spoken? 

 

C: Of what great crime have you to make confession – what dark transgression? 

 

M: Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? It is my sins for which you, Lord, 

must languish; 

 

C: Yes, all the wrath, the woe that you inherit, this I do merit. 

 

Response to the Word Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 

  Christian Worship 268 



pg. 13 

 

Offering    Christ, the Life of All the Living 

     arranged by Flor Peeters 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Seventh Lesson John 19:28-30 

 
  Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk 

of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is 

finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

Meditation on the Word 

 

Closing of the Tomb 

  

(solo) Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

  Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  

  Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

The single candle remaining lit on the altar symbolizes the hope of the resurrection.  

 

Postlude    From Depths of Woe 

     arranged by Max Drischner  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Serving at Worship 

 
Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

  

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 

Acknowledgements 

”Upon the Cross Extended” Text and tune public domain. 

“A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth” Text and tune public domain. 

“Go to Dark Gethsemane” Text and tune public domain. 

“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” Text and tune public domain. 

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” Text and tune public domain. 

“Behold the Lamb of God” Text and tune public domain. 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” Text and tune public domain. 

“Were You There” Text and tune public domain. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

Sunrise worship at 6:00 a.m. 

Festival worship at 8:30 a.m. with organ music beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 
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Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


